ment agencies in California and Hawaii. In 1981, this support was
expanded to include eradication programs in five other states.

The need for federal involvement in domestic high grade commercial
marihuana cultivation is evident based not only on the significant
cultivation documented in California and Hawaii, but also on the
proliferation indications and potential this highly profitable
enterprise represents.

DEA's strategy establishes a concept for the application of federal
involvement domestically within a flexible framework such that re-
source application is scaled to the local situation consistent with
DEA's priorities and a policy of encouraging maximum state and local
participation and initiative.

The goal of this strategy is to both suppress commercial einsemilla
or high grade marihuana cultivation and to suppress the prolifera-
tion of that cultivation in areas that have not yet developed a
large or sophisticated growing or marketing capability.

QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY CONGRESSMAN DWYER
language Request for Vehicles and Aircraft

On page seven of the justifications you are requesting language
which Mould permit you to purchase pasaenger motor vehicles and
acquire or lease and operate aircraft. Can't asset eeiaur&a, which
include care and aircraft, provide DBA with suitable vehicles and
aircraft through the forfeiture process BO that you would not need
to purohaee additional transportation equipment?

Not entirely. The provisions of 21 U.S.C. 881 allow DEA to seise
aJJ vehicles, vessels and aircraft used to facilitate drug viola-
tions. Conveyances valued at less that $10,000 are forfeited ad-
ministratively by DEA, unless a claim and bond are filed to make
the forfeiture judicial. Conveyances valued at more than $10,000
are forfeited judicially. Although some of the civil proceedings
to complete such forfeitures take time, DEA ultimately places such
property in use in as many cases as possible,.

We can expect to acquire a limited number ^through this means due to
the following reasons:                                       ' , 'i:

. All seiaures are not suitable for DEA use., :Many are special
purpose vehicles, e.g., trucks, campers, motor homea, motor-
cycles, etc., and many are not economical for DEA use. Further,
as violators become more sophisticated and more aware of federal
seiaure authority, we find that fewer vehicles, which would
otherwise be subject to seizure, are owned by the violators.
Violators are leasing vehicles in many cases and making only
minimum down payments in other cases.

. The forfeiture process takes considerable time (sometimes years).
This results in the vehicle under seiaure deteriorating. Due to
the uncertainty of the process and the time involved, a replace-
ment schedule could not be maintained from this source.

. Most traffickers do not keep required maintenance records, nor
is required maintenance performed* Therefore, the seized vehi-
cles, boats and aircraft may be too expensive to maintain, and
in the case of aircraft, potentially unsafe. the body particularly among youth
